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ANNUAL GOLF OUTING - Wednesday, August 4, 2010 ~ Gleneagles C.C.

~ From the President

- We have recently completed
both of our major events for this
calendar year. At the risk of
. sounding repetitious, both were
astounding successes. Our ban-
quet in April drew well over 600
attendees. This was headed by
the class of 1959, almost 100 strong, celebrating their 50"
Anniversary.

Just within the past month we completed our golf outing.
It was again held at Gleneagles in weather that was de-
scribed as awesome. We had over 230 guys participating
and all had a great time. As is always the case, we could not
mention our golf outing without expressing our appreciation
to Joan Howard and her group of female volunteers who
made the date the success it was.

Our organization like most did feel the effects of the se-
vere recession this year. We have two major fundraisers
each year, the ad book at the banquet and our decal sales.
Normally we realize about $50,000 from these two efforts
and this year we realized less than $30,000 combined.
Thanks to cautious financial handling in previous years, we
will be able to survive this setback but hope to get back on
the track next year.

I recently handed over a check to Phil Messina, the new
principal of Leo, to honor the Jack Howard Scholarship
Fund. The check was for $6750 and will cover the complete
tuition for Senior Edward Vaughn.

Have a great fall and happy holiday season!

Best regards,
Rich Furlong * 59
President

Heroes

When | was growing up as a young man at Leo High
School, I had a number of heroes. My heroes were my fa-
ther, Richard P. Furlong, a World War 2 veteran, who didn’t
go to Leo but worked hard so his three sons could. I also
looked up to Jim Arneberg. Jim was another World War 2
veteran. A decorated Marine. He was my freshman home-
room and history teacher, the head basketball and football

coach at Leo and a man whom I am proud to say I main-
tained a relationship with until his early death.

Finally, I was very fortunate to have great friends and
mentors amongst the Christian Brothers of Ireland. First
was Brother Coogan, who had the unenviable task of try-
ing to teach me Latin. Not only was he able to teach me
Latin he took the time along the way to become a friend.
Brother Finnerty was another who comes to mind. He was
the A.D. at Leo as well as English and History teacher.
Anytime I had the need to talk or seek guidance I stopped
into his classroom after school and he spent however long
it took to help me resolve my problems. He was another
true friend and hero. And while there were many more, the
names Birmingham, McAdams and McCormick stick out.
All men who had a vocation and stuck to it above and be-
yond. These are people who 50 years later still have an
influence over who I have become.

I am however troubled about news coming out of Ire-
land. Members of the Christian Brothers and nuns from
the Sisters of Mercy are being investigated for cruel and
unimaginable torture of young children who were en-
trusted to their care. The investigations have been com-
pleted and the reports are in and there can be no doubt the
above took place.

This is extremely troubling for me. I have been torn.
What can you believe in anymore? In today’s world, we
hear allegations of wrongdoing against policemen and
firemen. We all know of the scandal regarding priests
around the world and now our beloved brothers.

I have sorted this out in my mind. I will pray for the
very unfortunate victims who must undergo a lifetime of
anguish. I will even pray for the predators who caused
them that anguish. May God find it in his heart how to
deal with those people. However, I will not lose sight of
the fact that the great majority of people in the professions
previously cited are decent and honorable people.

I choose to honor policemen who go to work in the
streets each night all night facing danger so that the rest of
us can sleep safely in our homes.

I choose to honor firemen such as those who rushed
into the World Trade Center while everyone else was run-



ning out. They knew their job and chose to do it even
though they would never go home to their loved ones
again.

I choose to honor priests who sit in hospital waiting
rooms at 3 a.m. with family members, giving comfort
while a loved one dies.

And finally I choose to honor the Christian Brothers
of Ireland, most of whom molded young men at impor-
tant times in their lives. They were teachers, mentors,
friends and heroes.

John R. Howard Scholarship

With the advent of a new school year I am proud to
introduce you to this years recipient of the John R. How-
ard Scholarship. This year’s recipient is Edward Vaughn.
Edward is a junior at Leo. He came to Leo from Provi-
dence — St. Mel Junior High. Edward has a 3.88 grade
point average and is ranked number 1 in his class. He
hopes to study Business Administration at Florida State
University after he graduates from Leo. He attended a
Youth About Business course over the summer at UIC to
learn more about life as a business entrepreneur. He likes
reading and listening to music and he also plays a guitar
and oboe. This spring he will be trying out for both the
track team and the Jessie White Tumblers. Edwards’s
uncle is an alumnus of Leo.

New Principal at Leo

At the recent Leo Golf Outing, I had the pleasure of
meeting Leo’s new Principal.

The new principal is Philip Messina. I enjoyed my
visit with Phil and invited him to sit at my table for din-
ner. I was impressed with Phil’s enthusiasm for being at
Leo. He has been a school administrator in Catholic
Schools since 1998. He has held various positions such
as; school business manager, dean of students, assistant
principal and principal. He has attained a Masters degree
in School Leadership and Administration from UIC and
holds a Type 75 Administrative Certificate from Illinois.
He served in the U.S. Air Force from 1984- 1992 as a
computer systems analyst and was at Check Point Char-
lie the night the Berlin Wall came down. He is a life
member of the VFW and also a member of the American
Legion. He is a member of the Parish Council at Sacred
Heart Church in Lombard, is also an usher, a Eucharistic
Minister, and former school board member. He coaches
his daughter’s 7™ Grade basketball team.

Phil has been married to Jocelyn for 22 years and has
two daughters. Elizabeth is a sophomore at Montini
Catholic in Lombard and Anastacia is a 7 grader at Sa-
cred Heart. Phil emigrated to the U.S. from the Philip-
pines when he was 8 years old with his parents and 4
brothers and sisters.

Bob Foster To Retire

Some things are so good that they should never end
but as we all know all things do eventually end. Bob Fos-
ter the man most identifiable with Leo High School has
announced his retirement effective December 31, 2009.

I personally remember Bob as a stellar performer on
the Leo High School 1956 City Championship Football
team. After that Bob moved on to Purdue University
before returning to Chicago after graduation. Bob had
brief coaching stints at Little Flower and St. Rita before
following his heart back to Leo.

His career at Leo included stints as a teacher, coach,
athletic director, administrator, principal and finally
President of Leo.

While Bob did a great job at all of the positions, his
legacy will always be the fact that for the last 20 years
there probably would have been no Leo High School
without Bob Foster. Bob turned his love of Leo into a
lifetime of hard work and long hours working to insure
that money would continue to flow in from many differ-
ent areas. Many Leo Alumni who knew and respected
Bob donated to the “Miracle on 79" St.” to help con-
tinue the education of young neighborhood boys who
want and deserve a better life.

I know you all join me in wishing Bob a long and
healthy retirement. Knowing Bob, this will be a tough
adjustment, but again because I do know him he will
also be successful at that .

Rich Furlong *59

Lions Laughter

“Somebody has said there are only two kinds of
people in the world. There are those who wake up in the
morning and say “Good morning, Lord,” and there are
those who wake up and say “Good Lord, it’s morning.”

There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday
and announced to his congregation: “I have good news
and bad news. The good news is, we have enough
money to pay for our new building program. The bad
news is, it’s still out there in your pockets.”

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to
an Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously
had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of
the carriage was a hand printed sign:

“Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass.
Caution: Do not step in exhaust.”

Another Great Leo Golf Outing

We held our golf outing this year at Gleneagles Golf
Club, on August 5" under perfect weather conditions.
Over 230 Leo men came out to conquer the course and
while not everyone did, all had a great time. Afterward
all of the golfers and a few additional dinner attendees
enjoyed a great dinner and many went home with a gift
from our super prize table.

No mention of the golf outing can ever be made
without acknowledging the fantastic work effort of Joan
Howard. Joan works all year on this outing so that we
can come out and enjoy the day.

Joan has also asked that we acknowledge a number
of people who contributed to the success of the outing.
Hopefully we have not left anyone out.



Thanks to our Volunteers:

Rich Furlong 59
Larry Lynch ‘75
Bob Cheval ‘74
Jim Farrell ‘61
Art Skinner ‘48

Thanks to Alumni who obtained Donations

Tim Coleman ‘72

Jim Farrell ‘61

Don Hogan ‘45

Tricia Howard (Jacks daughter in law)
Jerry Schmitt ‘58

Dave Stanton ( Honorary )

Thanks to Alumni who made Personal
Donations

Jack Farnan ‘63

Scott Fulwiler ‘74

Jack Kelly 57

Jerry Schmitt ‘57

Dan Stecich ‘75

Jim (Skip ) Strzelecki *64 Golf Hats

Thanks to the Golf Committee Ladies

Nanette Furlong
Joan Howard
Debbie Lynch
Karen Lynch
Eileen Pfieffer
Mary Ann Sigel
Phyllis Stanton
Steph Westphal

Thanks to all Booster Club Members

Thanks to Alumni Hole Sponsors
Senator Ed Maloney ‘64

Brett Equipment Bill Brett ‘51
Tim McCarthy ‘67

Larry Lynch ‘75

Jim Adamitis ‘75

Fat Tommy’s Dan Coogan ‘84
Gene Earner ‘50

Orland Park Law Enforcement Org.
Dan Ade ‘64

We hope we haven’t omitted anyone and if we did
please accept our sincere apology.

Leo Alumni Basketball Outings

If you went to our two basketball outings last year
you know what a great time it was, and if you didn’t
you have a chance to go this year.

Gene Earner is going to run home and away games
again. The first game will be Leo at St. Laurence on
Friday, January 8™ and the second game will be
Brother Rice at Leo on Friday, January 22™. We will
have reserved seating at both games.

After both games we will reconvene at Perez K.C.
for refreshments. A bus will be available for the game at
Leo.

So mark your calendars and if you need more infor-
mation as time gets closer contact Gene at 708/636-8827.

Reminders:

Please remember to frequent our website:
www.thoseleomen.com the address is on the front of
this newsletter.

Also in the website, there is a link for the store. If
you enter that you will see a number of Leo souvenirs
that you can purchase to show your Leo pride. With
Christmas coming share this with other members of
your family.

There is a mass at 8:30 a.m. on the first Friday of
every month at Incarnation Church at 5757 W. 127
Street, Palos Heights. The mass is said in honor our de-
ceased Leo classmates.

If you have any information about the whereabouts
of any Leo men or updates on anything they may be
doing please send them to us in care of P.O. Box 603,
Oak Lawn, IL. 60454 and we can include that in our
next newsletter.

Important Dates to Remember

Sunday, October 4™at 1:00 p.m. the Lions will play
St. Laurence for their homecoming game at Gately Sta-
dium.

Friday, November 6" their will be the annual trib-
ute to America’s dead military at 11:00 a.m. It will take
place in the courtyard in front of the Veterans Wall =
the school. If you haven’t attended this please consider
it. It is very heartwarming . It will be followed by a
luncheon in the school cafeteria



Annual Alumni Awards

As you are aware, the Alumni Association presents various
awards to worthy Leo alumni at our annual banquet. In addi-
tion to our annual awards, starting this year we are also look-
ing for nominations for the Leo Hall of Fame. The Alumni
association has been asked by President Emeritus Foster to
assist him in finding alumni that are worthy of consideration
for the Hall of Fame. Keep in mind that Leo’s Hall of Fame is
not exclusively an athletic award, but an honor bestowed upon
alumni that have helped Leo in a manner that is above and
beyond ordinary expectations.

In addition to the Hall of Fame, the Alumni Association
presents the following awards;

First and foremost is the Man of the Year. This award goes
to an individual that has benefited Leo in an extraordinary
way. Many have helped Leo, but this honor is given to the
person who has demonstrated an outstanding effort to make
Leo all that it can be and is.

Also presented is the Community Service award. This
award is given to an alumni member that shows an active in-
terest in promoting the community around him. This isn’t spe-
cific to just helping Leo, but is awarded to an individual that
makes an extraordinary commitment to their community.

Finally there is the “Doc Driscoll” award named for Dr.
Thomas P. Driscoll a man who went above and beyond the
call of duty in making sure Leo High School continues to be
the success that it is today. The recipient of this award has
shown an extraordinary devotion in helping Leo High School
carry on the tradition of excellence that we have all experi-
enced. As you may have noticed this is the one award that is
not presented every year. This is because we feel it should be
given only to a very special individual who represents the
values and ideals that Doc Driscoll demonstrated.

You may not be aware that these awards are open to nomi-
nation by any member of the alumni. In the past these awards
were discussed at our monthly meetings (which are open to all
by the way) and we think that it is important that all alumni
have the opportunity for input, either in person or by written
recommendation. Anyone who knows of an individual that
demonstrates the qualities required of each award, please con-
tact us. Along with the nomination, please submit a short sum-
mary of why you feel that this individual is worthy of the
honor.

Any and all help in identifying worthy individuals for these
honors is greatly appreciated. The Leo Alumni community is
quite large and it is important that all of us have the opportu-
nity for input. Please send their name, the reasons you feel
they are deserving of these awards and a short resume of their
achievements to either;

Leo Alumni Association
PO Box 603
Oak Lawn, IL 60454

Or to
dnno215@sbcglobal.net

We look forward to hearing from you so that we can con-
tinue to honor those who continue to help Leo alive!

In Memoriam
Unfortunately we have lost several alumni
and family members.

Below is a list of alumni that we believe have died since the
last newsletter. If you know of anyone else please let us
know and we will incorporate it in the fall newsletter. If
someone is listed here who is not dead, have him buy a
lottery ticket first, then contact us and we will make a cor-
rection in the next newsletter.

May They Rest In Peace

James Andrasco ‘40
James Brankin ‘64
Charles Burns ‘41
Francis Byrnes ‘47
Richard Caputo ‘66
Richard Collins ‘46
Philip Collins ‘75
Larry Finn ‘75
Joseph Gallagher ‘41
Sandra Goodrick wife of John ‘57
Conrad Graf ‘49
Eugene Henneberry ‘45
Joseph Hertz ‘32
Thomas Hyland ‘47
James Kelly ‘62
Adrian Klimczak ‘54
Andrew Koval ‘57
Angelo Lazzara ‘56
John Maloney ‘36
Russell Merritt ‘47
John Mulkerrin ‘50

Brian Nedved ‘58
Stanley Nowak ‘66
Ronald Olson *57
John Pereira ‘47
Owen Regan ‘45
Francis Reynolds ‘55
Richard Rocco ‘53
Brother Daniel Ryan
Leonard Ryan ‘41
John F. Ryan ‘46
Donald Sheehy ‘49
Judge Richard Sprague ‘50
Gerard Starybrat ‘57
Joseph Sufferin ‘75
Charles Supple ‘40
John Tribe ‘65
Herbert Yates ‘48

May their souls and all the souls of the
faithfully departed rest in peace. Amen




2009 Banquet

Another overflow crowd of Lions

Bill Koloseike

Leo's Man of the
Year finds receiving
his award is as much

fun as selling a new
car.

Jack Hallberg

Our Community Service

Award recipient recalls

some humorous moments

probably Saturday
morning in jug.

Jim Farrell

The Doctor Driscoll award winner
Remembering when Bro. Sloan
entered that “Permanent Mark”
into his record.




John Gardner

Our MC pleading
Jor silence and being
ignored.

Reverend Donald Blaeser '59
of Leo's Golden Jubilee Class
delivering the invocation.

2009 GOLF OUTING

Anyone remember to
bring a golf ball???
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